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A MESSAGE

from David

Welcome to our 7th
newsletter. It has been
about six months
since our last newsletter and a good word
to describe the last six
months would be
“challenging”. The
slow down in the real
estate market has had an effect on our
sales as well. We finished 2006 about
10% behind 2005’s totals and 2005 was a
record year for us. Not bad when factoring in the slowdown in new construction.
We waited a little while longer than usual
to write this newsletter as we were waiting for the final results of this year’s
NKBA Design Competition (please see
the accompanying story). We did very
well and are very proud of Tracey
Scalzo, this year’s awards winner.
We recently finished one multi-home
project in Lakewood Ranch and are
about to start delivering cabinetry to a
condominium project on Longboat Key.
While cabinetry sales for new construction is down, we are involved in a number of remodeling projects. This is pretty typical activity at this point of the economic cycle. We are hearing and seeing
indications that the housing market has
pretty much bottomed out and are looking forward to an upswing in activity. ❖

David Asher

LOCAL CABINET COMPANY WINS

3 Design Awards

By MARSHA FOTTLER
The powder bath, a man’s closet/dressing room/bath area, and the living room of an
opulent 17,000-square-foot home on the south end of Longboat Key picked up design
awards Tuesday at the 2007 Kitchen/Bath Industry Show (K/BIS) in Las Vegas.
The glamorous rooms are among 44 North American prize winners that were
selected from 565 entries — a record number for the annual National Kitchen &
Bath Association (NBKA) Design Competition. The Sarasota designers responsible for the winning rooms are Tracey Scalzo, of EuroTech Cabinetry, and Fabiola
Softas, ASID, of Anne Folsom Smith Interior Design.
The powder bath earned an honorable mention; the man’s closet/dressing
room/bath area was awarded third place in the nation. The living room, which
measures 46 by 26 feet, earned the second-place award.
The competition spanned 11 categories, including various kitchen and bath groupings, as well as showrooms, non-residential spaces, and a class simply called
“other rooms” — in this case, the Longboat Key house’s living room that includes
a gaming area and bar. EuroTech Cabinetry entered the rooms in the Las Vegas
show, and Scalzo, who has been with EuroTech for 18 years, was in Nevada to
receive the accolades.
“To be selected from such a large field is really an honor,” said David Asher,
owner of EuroTech. “This Longboat Key home is the largest and most comprehensive project we’ve ever done. All the cabinetry was custom designed, some of
it crafted here in Sarasota. It was a massive undertaking.”
Asher, whose company has won “five or six” first-place awards in the competition
in recent years, said the judges seem to be favoring contemporary designs. This
house, with references to a 15th-century Venetian pallazzo, is traditionally styled.
“One of the things that may have made it more difficult for us this year is that contemporary has come back real strong,” said Asher.
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The home took five years from start to finish and is owned by a retired couple
from the Midwest who are visited often by their five grown children and their
grandchildren. Clifford Scholz was the architect; Collingwood Construction
Group, the builder.
European Marble supplied interior stone for counters and flooring, and Sarasotabased artist Virginia Hoffman designed hand-blown, etched and stained-glass doors
for the baths, kitchen cabinetry, shower enclosures and dressing rooms. Trompe
l’oeil paint treatments throughout the four-story home is the work of Grand Illusions.

Powder Room

Dressing Room

“Yes, it’s a big house, but everything has a comfortable and homey feel,” said
Softas, the interior designer, who has done four other residential projects for this
family over the past 10 years. “This isn’t a hotel, and all of us on the project kept
in mind that this is a family home to be enjoyed by three generations. So for the
furniture, I used lots of cozy leather and chenille for comfort, along with some
damask for elegance. All of the furniture was custom designed for the spaces, and
the homeowners chose a neutral color palette with the central color being sand,
because we wanted to reference the outdoors and the beach. For accents, we used
black, gold and some of the jewel tones. We also introduced color with inlays of
glass and stone on the counters and floors.”
The powder room on the first floor features Old World European styling with
cherry cabinetry, onyx counters, fancy moldings and a marble floor. The room is
divided into two spaces; the first has a double vanity and a chaise lounge for
relaxing. The inner room includes another vanity area and an enclosed toilet
room. The trompe l’oeil-painted wall treatment replicates draped fabric.
The husband’s dressing room, closet and bath is worked in lustrous mahogany
with ornate fluted columns and a vanity area that is 14 feet long. The gray/white
granite floors have marble inlays in a purple hue. The marble walk-in shower has
a clear view of the Gulf of Mexico, with doors designed by Hoffman.

Living Room

The multi-purpose living room is the gathering place for three generations of family. The south wall is a granite-top bar with two under-counter dishwashers and
refrigerators, as well as an icemaker, two wine coolers, and lighted shelves for glassware. The north wall houses the entertainment unit and is ornamented with columns,
some of which open to store DVDs. A gaming area is another defined area in the
space. The 608-square-foot coffered ceiling includes an original painting. The cabinetry throughout the room is maple with a glaze-and-crackle finish.
EuroTech has won 13 NKBA design awards in the past 14 years; Scalzo has been
recognized in this particular kitchen-bath competition seven times since 1993.
The National Kitchen & Bath Association Design Competition focuses national
attention on talented designers who specialize in kitchen and bathroom installations. Over a three-day period, a panel of certified designers judge entries based
on safe, functional use of space; innovative design solutions; professional presentation; and overall aesthetics. ❖
Copyright © 2007, Sarasota Herald Tribune.
Reprinted by express permission of the Sarasota Herald Tribune.

Project Spotlight

THE SHARFF RESIDENCE
EUROTECH DESIGNERS: TRACEY SCALZO & DAVID ASHER

In 1994, we participated in a remodeling project for the
Sharff family. They purchased and remodeled a ranch style
home on 2 acres east of I-75 and it suited their lifestyle perfectly. But things change over 13 years; kids grow up and go
away to college, parents get tired of maintaining big lawns
and gardens and sometimes driving an extra 15 minutes to get
“into town”, and the face of the community changes as well.
Mark and Maggie Sharff wanted to be closer to downtown
Sarasota and all that it has to offer, but the “urban lifestyle”
of downtown condo living was more of
a change than they were looking for.
After much searching, they decided to
buy a home on half an acre in The
Landings that was similar in size to
their previous residence. The house
was built in 1984 and was in serious
need of an update. There was lots of
closet type storage, but no place for
their books, pictures, art, etc. “The
Family Room lacked warmth” according to Maggie. “The fireplace wall had
no color and was covered in a boring
stone that was very heavy looking and
out of scale for the room. And we had
no place to display personal items.”
The study was set up as a commercial
type office as the previous owners both
worked out of the house. The Sharffs
wanted a private retreat/den, something

warmer. “The room is part of the Master Suite and we didn’t
want something that looks like an office in our Master Suite”,
says Maggie.
The Sharffs enlisted interior designer Jessica Holmes to help
them with the project. First, they tore out the entire stone
façade in the family room. Maggie and Jessica then chose a
door style and finish for a floor to vaulted ceiling wall unit
that EuroTech provided. It provided ample room for their
books and display items and helped to warm the room significantly. “The style is not traditional but
more of a comfortable contemporary”,
notes Maggie. The wall unit was finished off with new fossil stone counters, hearth and fireplace provide by
European Marble. In the study, we
designed a unit that not only functions
as a computer desk/home office, but
also houses a flat screen t.v. and stereo
components. This is the room that
Mark looks forward to coming home to
after a long day of work. It’s where he
can watch his beloved Seminoles play
football, read his current favorite book
or just kick back and listen to some
jazz. Unfortunately, we did too good
of a job. “I come home and Maggie
and Betsy (their college Junior) are sitting in my den, watching my t.v. !!!”
says Mark. Sorry about that, Mark. ❖

What Makes
EUROTECH
SO SPECIAL?

1. Over 90% of our work is from referrals or repeat clients.
2. 96% of our jobs are delivered on time.
3. We have been recognized and received design awards
in 14 of the last 15 years.

4. Our designers have an average of 25 years experience.
5. Our installation technicians have an average of 23
years experience.

6. All of our projects are designed and/or reviewed by
3 members of our design team.

7. Our work has been published 43 times in both local
and national publications.

8. Our reputation goes beyond the local area; we have
completed projects totaling more than $3,300,000 outside the Sarasota market.

Legends
Bay
HAS BEGUN
As discussed in our previous newsletter, we have been
selected to supply cabinetry for Gibraltar Homes at Legends
Bay. This is a Ruben-Holland development at the IMG
Academies and Golf and Country Club in Southwest Bradenton.
Gibraltar’s two Model Villas have been started with two large
Waterfront Homes following soon. The free standing Villas will
be approximately 2,500 square feet for a one-story and the two
story units will be about 3,200 square feet. The two Waterfront
Model Homes will be 5,500 and 6,400 square feet respectively.
We are very excited about being part of this project. It is a very
unique and beautiful setting, private and secluded, yet close to
all that Sarasota has to offer. The Sales Gallery is located at
4350 El Conquistador Parkway in Bradenton or visit the website
at www.legendsbay.com. Gibraltar Homes phone number is
366-1002. ❖

9. Some of our products are warranted against defects in
workmanship and materials for as long as they are
owned by the client.
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